Bradshaw Trail Access Supplement

by Tim Augustine

The Bradshaw Trail is described in the guidebook, Gold Road to La Paz, An Interpretive Guide
to the Bradshaw Trail by Delmer G. Ross. Published in 1992, the guide has become outdated
with legal changes to the desert in the intervening years, such as the Desert Protection Act and
others, that have created wilderness areas or areas closed to the public where there were none
before.

This supplement will address those changes and offer a legal alternative to the beginning of the
route as described in Gold Road to La Paz, which is no longer a compliant route. The original
route, as described in the book, crossed Bureau of Land Management (BLM) land and private
land that is no longer accessible. It led the reader onto the Coachella Canal access road on the
south side of the canal. This road is now closed to access by the public, as the Coachella Valley
Water District had installed gates and fencing along a portion of the southern canal road. Any
attempt to bypass the gate or fencing could result in a citation by the Sheriff.

The alternative route, provided by the BLM, crosses the canal to the northside and uses the old
canal access road until the Bradshaw Trail leaves the canal altogether, heading east.

As you will find once you arrive in the area, the Coachella Canal is actually comprised of two
canals. The old canal and the new canal. The new canal is concrete lined and contains water.
The old canal lies just to the north of the new canal, is just a deep sandy ditch and contains no
water. There are three roads adjacent to these canals. One road between the two canals, and
one road on the outer edge of each canal. The two roads beside the new canal are off limits, the
road on the north side of the old canal is legal and accessible. This is the road to use. As you
drive this road heading east, you will have both canals visible on your right. Directions below.
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Beginning on page 57 of the guide, the reader is directed to turn east off Highway 111 at
Parkside Drive (33.50996, -115.91703). This is still valid. Follow Parkside Drive until it ends at
Desert Aire Dr. (33.51074, -115.88701). Turn left (north) on unpaved Desert Aire Dr. Travel
about 0.3 miles to a fork in the road (33.51516, -115.88708).

Take the left fork and travel about 0.8 miles across state land to a junction at Drop (or siphon)
30 (33.52067, -115.89777). Drops are low places where the canal goes underground and allows
flow in natural washes to cross the canal without filling it with sand and dirt. The drops are
numbered increasing from east to west (flow direction). There are several signs indicating the
drop number on the fence surrounding the canal.

Turn right and pass through Drop 30, to the north side of both canals. Immediately after passing
through the drop on the north side, the old canal access road climbs up from the drop
(33.52193, -115.89683). Turn right and take this access road “preferred route” shown above,
approximately 9 miles until you reach wide drop 24.

You will see lots of “No Trespassing” signs. These refer to the canal and the areas off the
access road in several places. The road will briefly leave the canal at washes, before returning
to the canal. Stay in the well-traveled tracks.

Alternatively, after crossing Drop 30, you can continue a short way and access the power-line
road to the north. This road eventually intersects the canal access road midway to Drop 24.



Descend into the wash at Drop 24, passing nearly to the other side of the wide drop. You will
see a BLM kiosk with information on the Bradshaw Trail (33.50592, -115.76597). Turn left here
and pick up the directions in the guidebook on pages 76/77, with the “Salt Creek Route.”

| recommend reading the pages between pages 57 and 77, as they contain information about
the land you are passing through, even if the directions are no longer accurate.

Note: The side trip called the “Orocopia Mountains Loop” mentioned on page 82, and described
starting on page 235 is no longer a compliant loop. The beginning and end are accessible, but
the middle portion is now inside wilderness and is closed to motorized travel. There are fences
at the wilderness boundary, but they may not be well-marked. Use caution that you don’t
inadvertently drive into the wilderness area if you take these side trips.

Overview to the start of the Bradshaw Trail



